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Acts XI. 24. For be was à Good Mas. 


HE Wiſdom of GOD ſcarce in any Thing 
appears more, than railing up Perſons peculi- 
arly qualified to promote the ſpecial Purpoſes 
of his Grace, And Men never act a juſter 
Part, than when they engage themſelves readily, or em- 

ploy others in the particular Buſineſs for which their 

Talents ſeem moſt adapted. Such Reflections naturally 
ariſe from the Character of Barnabas in the Text, in 

Connection with the Context, 


The ſacred Hiſtorian in the preceding Verſes informs 
us of the happy Effect of the fiery Tryal, which came 
on at Jeruſalem, when Stephen was ſtoned. It tended to 
the Furtherance of the Goſpel, through the pious La- 
bours of ſome Chriſtians, and the Supply of the Spirit of 
their aſcended Lord, For as CRHRIs T adviſed his Diſ- 
ciples when they were perſecuted in one City, to flee is 
axother ; ſo many, who reſided in this Seat of Blood, 
retired to different Places, and preach'd the Goſpel to 
the Jewiſh Inhabitants. At length © ſome Natives of 
% Cyprus and Cyrene, having ('tis probable) heard the 
Story of Peter's receiving Cornelius, though a Gentile, 

inte 
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„ into the Fe EM! of the Church,” . to 
preach Jesus Car1sT to the Heathen at Antioch, and 
to invite them to partake of the Bleſſings of his 
Purchaſe. This Application was followed with ſignal 
Succeſs; Af great Number believed and turned to the 
Lord. An Event fo. remarkable in itſelf, and ſo favora- 
ble to the Chriſtian Cauſe, ſoon came to the Ears of 
the Church at Jeruſalem, which. ſeemed to have the 
Cate of Chriſtians particularly lying upon them while 


in a looſe unincorporated State. 


Full of grateful Surprize at ſuch an unexpected Re- 
volotion on behalf of Chriſtianity, they concerted Mea- 
ſures to forward the good Work, and immediately ſent 
Barnabas, one of their Body, as the moſt ſuitable. In 
purſuance of this great End he journeyed for Antioch, 
and having reached the City he was abundantly rejoiced 
to ſee the Grace of God, in bringing them to the Know- 
ledge of Himſelf and Son, and exborted them all, that 

with full Purpoſe of Heart, tbey would cleave unto the 
Lord. For (ſays the Text,) be was @ good N and 
It of the HoLy GrosT, and of Faith. 


*He was poſſeſſed of a firm and unſhaken Belief in 
Cnaisr, and the new Diſpenſation which was ſetting 
up, grounded upon clear and copious Views of the Ex- 
cellency and Evidence. of both. He was endowed with 
the Graces of the Holy Spirit which are connected 
with Faith, and the extraordinary Gifts which in that 
Day were communicated to Believers, Being thus fully 
perſwaded of the Truth, and experiencing ſo largely the 


I Doduridge's Paraphraſe, 
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Advagtages 0 Chriſtianity, he could not but carneftly 
refs Upon them Stedfaſtneſs in their Profeſſion. _ He 
3s a Mah of Benignity too: bis Diſpoſition was very 

kind; and therefore he rejoiced in the Proſpect og 


ckelt preſent and futufe Happineſs through the Grace 
of GOD manifeſted to them. 


Golde Iftenüiches in Seiptlie dgeißes 1 the ſoeciat 
Virtue of Benevolence. + Thus the Good Man is oppoſed 
to the Righteous ; and (Goodneſs is enumerated with 
Righteouſneſs and Truth in original Terms, the fame! 
with the Text. So that we may well underſtand this 
Deſcription of Barnabas to denote, not ſo much his ge- 
neral moral Qualities, as that he was one of a ſweet and 
gentle Diſpoſition, 


A celebrated Writer upon this Paſſage * ſuppoſes, 
that the Church at Jeruſalem pitched upon Barnabas ta- 
ther than another to repair to Antioch, becauſe they 
imagined the Softneſs of his Temper would indiſpoſe 
him to lay any unneceſſary Burdens of the Moſaic Law 
upon theſe new Converts, Whether they had this par- 
ticular Thought. or not, it is certain that, in a more ge- 
neral View, they conſulted, the happieſt Method to pro · 
mote the Intereſts of Religion among thoſe who were 
Strangers to it, or had juſt embraced it, by ſending one 
who would in the beſt Manner recommend it. 


Although the State of Fibe'Gofpefin that early Age, 
and the Situation of Affaits at Autioch, might render 
it eſpecially neceſſary that a Miniſter, ſhould ſnine in 


+ Rim. v. 7. 1 Eph. v. 9. * Barringt, Miſcell. Sacra. 
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an Eminency of Goodneſs, yet is it a Virtue of yaſt 
Moment to a Perſon in that Office in every Age and 
Part of the Chriftian Church, and fit to be conſidered 
at all Times, moſt of all upon ſuch an Occafion as that 
of this Day. Here then I will attempt 


I. Toilluſtrate briefly the Virtue pointed out in the 
Text. And then 


II. To ſhow the Importance of it to the Chriſian 
Miniſter. - 


In the firſt Place then, let me briefly . the 
Virtue pointed out in the Text. 


This is Goodneſs ; which imports the Propenſity or 
Inclination of the Soul towards every Being, who can 
juſtly attract ir, particularly Mankind, It appears in a 
Diverſity of Lights, agreeable to the different Circum- 
ſtances of the Objects it regards, and the Modes of it's 
Operation in and upon the Paſſions, and is accordingly 
variouſly denominated. 


Does it reſpect the miſerable ? then it flows in Com- 


| paſſion, Are thoſe who are the Subjects of it happy? 


then it iſſues in a generous Satisfaction and Delight. Does 
it meet with Provocation ? it allays a turbulent Paſſion, 


and becomes Mildneſs and Genieneſs to the Offender, or 


Patience and Forgiveneſs. Conſidered in Relation to 
near Societies, it is Brotherly Kindneſs ; but as reaching 
forth to a larger Extent, it is Charity. 


Goodneſs is not meerly natural good Humour, but a 
religious Temper. It does not conſiſt only in the ori- 
ginal Turn of the Mind, or a peculiar Diſpoſition of 


aching 
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the animal Frame, but «ariſes from the Principles of 
Reaſon and Chriſtianity. The former being accidental 


can ſcarce be called virtuous, the latter being matter of 
Choice is ſo, 


As we are underſtanding Beings, it is fitting that we 
ſhould be actuated by the Arguments of natural Re- 
ligion to this Virtue ; and as we are under the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation, that we ſhould be influenc'd by the addi- 
tional Motives of that, Nor can we be juſtly deemed 


the true Subjects of either, if we have no Regard te 
them. 


Goodneſs is expreſly denominated the Fruit of the Spirit. f 
It is the Production of a divine Agent ſuggeſting to 


and impreſſing upon the Mind ſuch Truths, as are ſs 
many Incentives hereto, 


From this Repreſentation of it, it is plain, that it is not 
an unmanly Softneſs melting the Soul, and betraying 
it into a Criminal Eaſineſs of Conduct; nor a blind 
diſproportionate Affection towards all Objects alike, or 
moſt towards the meaneſt, or preferring a lower Mea- 
ſure of our Neighbour's Good to that which is greatly 
ſuperior. Nor is it an high Fluſh of Paſſion upon ſud- 
den good Fortune, or an occaſional Sprightlineſs of 
Spirit. In Oppoſition to all this, it is a ſolid Diſpoſi- 
tion, exerting itſelf in an exact Conformity to the Dic- 


tates of Judgment, and a r... habitval Frame 
of Mind. 


But though we thus diſtinguiſh between a natural 
and moral Goodneſs, yet the former is not an unapt 


T Ga VB, 22. 


B Fou:nwntien 


| 
q 
\! 
| 
* 
0 
1 


40 . Ordination SERMON. 


Foundation for, and doubtleſs very often is connected 
with, an Eminency in the latter. For it ſeems at leaſt 
highly preſumeable, that where GOD is pleaſed to ſet 
home divine Truth upon a tender Soul, there will be 
greater Proficiency in Goodneſs, than the like Opera- 
tion on another more rigid. Falling into the natural 
Track of the ſofter Powers, it meets with leſs Obſtruc- 
tion than in a more hard and ſelfiſh Mind, and makes 
ſwifter Conqueſt, while this ſame native Temper is refined 
and ſublimated into gracious. 
But I haſten to the other general Head. 


II. To ſhow the Importance of this Grace or Virtue 
to a Chriſtian Miniſter, 


This we may do by two or three Conſiderations, As, 


1, Goodneſs is peculiarly incumbent upon a Chriſtian 
Miniſter, in reſpect of his Character as an Ambaſſador 
of Jzsus CHRIST, and a Preacher of his Goſpel. 


As an Ambaſſador of Ctr is there is the utmoſt Pro- 
priety that he be a good Man; yea an abſolute. Ne- 
ceſſity in order to any Conſiſtency with his Profeſſion, 


Though our Loxp Jesvs was poſſeſſed of univerſal 
Virtue, yet in none did he ſhine more illuſtrious than 
Goodneſs. All the Days of his publick Miniſtry were 
filled with a thouſand Inſtances of Benevolence. What 
Love and Compaſſion did he breathe in all his Diſcour- 
ſes? How did he teſtify it in all his Condut? He 
went about doing Good to the Bodies of Men, by heal- 
ing all manner of Diſeaſes; to their Souls, by preaching 
the Doctrines of the Kingdom of Heaven; and in a 
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Variety of pungent Addreſſes endeayouring to bring Sin- 
ners under his Wings. And to crown all, he poured out 
his Soul unto Death, and offered himſelf upon the Croſs 
an Oblation for our Offences. An amazing Act of 
Grace this! which was thought worthy, by perfect Wiſ- 
dom, of perpetual Memorial, by a ftanding Ordinance 
in the Church; and which is an endleſs Source of the 
moſt elevated Aſcriptions to the Lamb, from the va- 
rious Orders of glorified Spirits throughout the REN 
Regions of Light. 


Now Car1sT is a Pattern for all Chriſtians in all Pe- 
riods of Time, for he hath left us an Example that we 
ſoould follow bis Steps. But his Miniſters are under ſu- 
perior Obligations to imitate him in this divine Virtue, 
as they are brought nearer to him by Relation and Com- 
miſſion than others. Do they repreſent his Perſon, how 
abſurd is this without a Reſemblance of his Temper ? 
Are they his peculiar Servants, how odious is the Appel- 
lation' without a Conformity to his Image ? Agreeably 
we find our Lord exhorting his Apoſtles to condeſcend- 
ing Goodneſs by his own Example. | Whoſoever will be 
great among you, let bim be your Miniſter, and whoſoever 
will be chief among you, let bim be your Servant; even as 
the Son of Man came not to be miniſtred unto, but to Mi- 
niſter, aud to give bis Life a Ranſom for many. 


From the Character of Cxr1sT let us proceed to his 
Goſpel ;, and we ſhall find it a powerful Argument for 
Goodneſs in a Miniſter as he is a Preacher of it. This 
is a Diſpenſation of Grace; and it proclaims Peace on 
Earth, Good-will towards Men. The glad Tidings it 


i Maith. xx. 26. 
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brings, by introducing Joy and Gratitude, tend to calm 
every rougher Paſſion, and to put the whole Soul into 
an eaſy gracious Temper : beſides that the Love of GOD 
therein diſplayed, is the ſtrongeſt Obligation upon us to 
love one another, 


But then further, it is a Law of Love, and preſſes upon 
us a new Commandment, even that we exerciſe Charity, 
much fuller, and clearer, and by more cogent Motives 
than any religious Scheme before. So that upon all theſe 
Accounts it is in a very ſingular and extraordinary Man- 
ner, calculated to promote Goodneſs, and in the loudeſt 
and moſt peremptory Language demands it. 


A Coldneſs and Indifference therefore unto Men, is a 
great and obvious Incongruity in any Profeſſor of the 
Goſpel, moſt of all in the Miniſter of it. Does he pub» 
liſh the News of Salvation as Matter of great Joy, yet 


does a ſullen unealy Temper deform his Brow ? Does 
he urge his Hearers to look to the Things of others 


becauſe of the kind Aſpect of the Goſpel upon them, 
yet is he of a ſtingy Spirit? Does he inſiſt upon Good- 
neſs as a neceſſary Subjection to the Chriſtian Religion, 
yet is he impatient or vindictive? What a palpable 
Contradiftion is this! In what a monſtrous Lighc 
muſt ſuch a Miniſter appear ! 


2, Goodneſs is of vaſt Conſequence to a Miniſter's 
Uſefulneſs. And this conſidered in a larger or more li- 
mited View. 


1. Goodneſs renders a Miniſter extenſively ſerviceable. 
A contracted Mind is fitted only for a narrow Sphere, 
and is oftentimes confingd within it. But the generous 
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Joul, like the Sun, ſcatters Bleſſings far and wide, und 
ſheds a copious Influence. 


A good Miniſter adorns the Doctrine of GOD his Sa- 
viour, and propoſes it in the moſt atirative Light, His 
Temper diſinclines him to embrace the Extreme of any 
Controverſy in Religion, nor will he form his Notions 
by the little Rules of Bigotry. Much leſs will he make 
the Goſpel an Engine of Contention, and be fond of 
Bickering about ſuch Things as are hard to be under- 
ſtood ; well remembering the Apoſtle's Inſtruction to 
Timothy, f that the Servant of the Lox p muſt not needleſly 
ſtrive, but be gentle towards all Men. He abhors Perſe- 
cution even in the loweſt Forms, and maintains the leaſt 
Moleſtation for religious Sentiments to be unwarrantable, 
where they are not inconſiſtent with the Rights of So- 
ciety, He inſiſts not upon a preciſe Uniformity in Doc- 
trine or Manner of Worſhip in order to his kind Re- 
gards ; but readily diſcharges the Offices of Humanity, 
to ſuch as differ moſt widely from him ; and joins in 
ſacred Fellowſhip with thoſe who profeſs and practice 
nothing incompatible with the Being and Happineſs of 
a Chriſtian, or the regular Exerciſe of ſocial Acts of 
Worſhip, || endeavouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit 
in the Bond of Peace, In ſhort, a generous Temper runs 
through every Branch of his Conduct. He is given to 
Hoſpitality ; and his Heart and Houſe are open to every 
worthy Gueſt ſo far as is conſiſtent with his worldly 
Circumſtances, and the Duties of his Station. He ſhews 
Mercy to the diſtreſſed by his perſonal Beneſactions, 
according to his Ability, and in ſtirring up others to be 


T 2 Tim, ii. 24. Eb. iv. 3. 
rich 
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rich in_geod Worts; by this means upholding the Father- 
leſs, comforting the Widow, cloathing the Naked, feed- 
ing the Hungry, and becoming, in a vaſt Variety of 
Reſpects, a Minifler of GOD for goed. 


Hence he holds forth the Word of Life in its original 
Colours, as a Syſtem calculated to ſweeten Men's Tem. 
pers and ſoften their Manners, The Religion of Jesus, 
being thus delineated in it's native Attite, looks glorious 
and lovely; and can ſcarce fail of obtaining much Influ- 
ence over the Hearts of Mankind. Such a Clergyman 
muſt appear to the warmeſt Unbeliever at leaſt unworthy 
of the ſevere Imputations caſt upon the Prieſthood ; and 
he will be ready to deem the Religion which he incul- 
cates and lives, as worthy to be true if it is not really; 
while choſe of weaker Prejudices not being able to reſiſt 
ſo many Charms, fully and chearfully embrace Chrifti- 
anity, and give themſelves up to it's excellent Dictates. 


— —— — CT", 


A good Miniſter promotes the Kingdom of Cuha187 
in general, by encouraging the Hearts, and firengihening 
the Hands of thoſe in the ſame Order with himſelf. 


He is ſo far from magnifying every ſmall Miſtake in 
his Brother to 'a fundamental ard dangerous Error, that 
though he wiſhes they might all think the ſame Things, 
yet he willingly bears with a different Judgment, and 
embraces him as his Fellow-Labourer (finding in him a 
ſerious Temper and godly Life) and efteems him as ac- 
ceptable to Car1sT, and worthy to be eſteemed by Men; 


and ſays with the Apoſtle, || Vbereunto we have. attained 
let us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame Thing. 


| Philipp, iii. 16. 
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As he indulges no unteaſonable Suſpicions concerning 
his Brother, ſo he inſinuates none into the Minds of his 
People, nor inſtills Prejudices or heightens a Diſaffection, 
by expoſing Failings in private Conduct, or exaggerating 
ſuch as have been obſerved in Publick, which are recon- 
cileable with Integrity. Well knowing how dear every 
Man's Reputation is to him, and of what Weight a 
Miniſter's is to bis Uſefulneſs, he ſtudiouſly endeavours 
to confirm and increaſe it. 


He will not invade another's Charge to ſerve the Cauſe 
of a Party, or gratify a Spirit of Curioſity or Malignity, 
but rather reprove ſuch as are reſtleſs and uneaſy under 
their Paſtor who is faithful in his Poſt, and aſſiduouſly 
labour to recover their alienated Affections to him, being 
conſcious that this muſt tend much more to the Good 
of thoſe Souls committed to his ſtated Care, than any 
ſingle Miniſtration of his own under thoſe diſadvanta- 
gious Circumſtances, 


In Fine, the good Miniſter is ready at all Times, to 
counſel and adviſe his Brethren under Difficulties, and 
aſſiſt in all Exigencies. 


Goodneſs multiplies a Miniſter's Opportunities of Service, 
by turning the Eyes of Societies upon him under Em- 
barrafſments. He will be ſought to for the repairing 
Breaches, cementing Parties, and reſtoring Unity. Men, 
even of impetuous Tempers, will find the Neceſſity of 
calling in the mild and pacifick, to heal the Diſorders 
Which their Wrath hath occaſioned, | 

But I proceed to ſay, 


2, Goodneſs 
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2. Goodneſs is of eminent Advantage to a Miniſter $ 
Uſefulneſs among bis own Flack, 


* his chief Buſineſs lies; and here his Virtue is 
chiefly to be exerted, Let me be ſomewhat particular 
in the Conſideration of this Head. 


1. Goodneſs is a powerful Incentive to continued 
Diligence in his Work. 


The Soul, conſidered abſtractedly from it's Paſſions, 
4 is flow in it's Reſolves, and languiſhing in it's Executi- 
«ons. But the Paſſions ſtir it up to Action, inforcing 
the Will, and making the whole Man more vigorous 
in the Proſecution of his Deſigns.” Now Goodneſs 
being attended with a Deſire of the Happineſs of it's 
Object, muſt needs ſtimulate to go thro* the hardeſt Du- 
ties, and to ſurmount the greateſt Obſtacles to accom- 
pliſh it; eſpecially where nothing leſs than a bleſſed 
Eternity depends upon it's Efforts. Many Waters can- 
not quench this Love, nor Floods drown it; and a Mi- 
niſter whoſe Boſom glows with this Flame, will ſpend 
and be /pent for Souls, But it is further to be conſidered 
that Goodneſs engroſſes other Paſſions in it's Cauſe, par- 
ticularly Fear and Hope, two mighty Springs of Action. 
The former takes an Alarm at every Danger of a Soul's 
miſcarrying in the important Affair of Salvation, the 
latter gives Vivacity to the Spirits in every Proſpect of 
reſcuing it from Death, or carrying it on to ſublimer 
Heights of Virtue. Both combine to waft the Miniſter 
forward in his Buſineſs, and to prompt him to the Diſ- 
charge of his Errand with unwearied Arcour, 
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2. Goodneſs inclines a Miniſter to * 
4 promoting Religion. 2 


Hereby will he be incited to treat chiz 
Subjects, in his publick Preaching, wherein 4 . 
of Chriftions are agreed, and with which the Salvation of 
Souls is moſt intimately cunnetted. The great and ſubſtan- 
tial Things, which are the moſt frequent Subjects of the 
Word of God, will be oftneſt inſiſted upon in his Diſ- 


courſes. It will reſtrain him from making the 
Pulpit 
a Theatre of War. And when in the AE, of 55 


Teaching, he handles ſuch Points as he judges ſubſer- 
vient to Godlineſs, but have been underſtood in a dif- 
ferent Senſe, he will do it in ſo calm and rational a Way 
as may enlighten without exaſperating. This will engage 
him to preſs the Conditions of the Goſpel Covenant, and 
Duties of the Chriſtian Religion with Life and Fervency. 
Being touched with a Coal from the Aliar, and burning 
with Love to Souls, he will ſet the Arguments of Re- 
velation in the moſt moving Light he is capable, and 
repreſent them in all the Language of Perſwaſion and 
ſpeak with the D of a _ ſent on an | Embaſſy 
from. Heaven. | | 


A be is to go before his People in the Adminiſtration 
of Diſcipline,” Goodneſs will eauſe him follicicouſly to la- 
bour that it be not attended with unneceſſary Rigor, and 
that Nothing of a vindi#ve Nature intetmix itſelf there- 


3 He will be concerned that ſuch a Degtee of Ten- 
neſs be exerciſed with ecclefiaſtical Cenſure, as ſhall 
= O bid 
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Kid" fait. &imprefs it upon the Heart of the Offender 
and recover him to a godly Sortow and Amendment of 
Life, 


G + | 

+ This Virwe IO him 19 of Acceſs at all Times, 
Ie throws off every Thing havghty, ſevere, or any Ways 
forbidding; and invites the burdened Heart to open 
it's neareſt Concerns, and diſcharge it's Griefs. 


* _ 


* 
+ 


l This will not ſuffer him to become a Party in civil 
Breili, where he can poſſibly eſcape ; yet will it put him 
upon the Office of a Peace mater, from an Abhorrence 

of Contention, and a Proſpect of it's retarding the Suc- 
ceſs of his Arr. 

«Do Hom: aſe? This vil elde RE infiru8t in 
Metkneſs thaſe.xwho oppoſe themſelves, if Peradventure GOD 
will give them Repentance to tbe Acknowledement of the 
Truth, and that; they may recover themſelves out of the Snare 
$eedp:Deod ET Mey pens bim at bis Will. £ 


This vill not allow him to hate his Brother in bis 
Heart, + by neglecting to reprove bim, and ſo ſuffering 


Sin upon bim: yet where the Fault add Temper require 


it, he will of Choice diſcharge the Duty with ſo much 
Meekne/s of Wiſdom, as to render the Rebuke, a = 
Kindneſs and hke an excellent Oil... 


Ja Tim, f. 29, 26. 4 Levi, xix, 36, | DI 


K 
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In Sum, this diſpoſes the Miniſter to ene ſuitable. 
Word to weary Sox/s, To encourage the deſponding 
Sinner to purſue his higheſt Welfare, and wait upon GOD 
to fulfil the good Pleaſure of his Goodneſs — to revive 
the Spirit of the contrite, and heal the broken in Heart 
—to diſpenſe needed Support to the afflicted. The 
good Miniſter is a ,Sow of Conſolation, and delights to 
give it to fit Subjects. His Tongue drops Manns: he 
can't uſe Harſhneſs and Severity with the trembling and 
bowed down: he overlooks Weakneſs, deſpiſes not the 
Day of ſmall Things, but cultivates what is good, even 
as his Maſter brake not the bruiſed Reed, and quenched not 


4 Jmoaking Flax. * 


2, Goodneſs conciliates that Reſpe# and Affection of a 
People to their Miniſter, which is an happy Foundation 
for the Succeſs of his Labours, 


When this Virtue is exerciſed with Judgment, it gives 
a Dignity to a Character, as well as Beauty; and Nothing 
in the whole Circle of Chriſtian Graces yields ſo bright 
a Luſtre, or ſeizes and draws the Mind with ſuch irre- 
fiſtable Power. A Miniſter therefore, who hath in this 
Manner captivated his Audience, is in the beſt Condition, 
todo them real Service. Their Ears are open to take 
the whole Counſel of GOD : Their Attention to. it is 
doubled: Every Word comes with it's due Emphaſis-. 
Then, if ever, may we expect they will give divine 
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Truths their — Weight, nd receive into their Souls 
on tngrafted Word which is able to /ave them. 1 a 


Thus largely have I conſidered the Tendeney of 
Goodneſs to a Miniſter's Uſefulneſs, I might now 80 


on to ſhow, 


__ That a Miniſter's Comfort much depends . and 
is promoted by Goodneſs, 


It ſecures him greatly from Enemies, and gains him 
Friends, — It keeps his Mind ſerene under the Difficul- 
ties of his Poſt, and the Oppoſition and Reproach he 
may ſometimes meet with in the conſcientious Diſcharge 
of his Duty. — It qualifies him to taſte the true Bleaſures 
of Society. While a Conſciouſnefs of it, in his Courſe 
of miniſterial. Action, is a Spring of continual high Satif- 
faction, But I haſten to add, 


4. Goodneſs is of great Importance to the glorious 
Rewards of a Miniſter, 


The Exerciſe of the various Offices of Tok is efſen- 
tial to true Religion ; Nor are there any greater Com- 
mandments than thoſe which reſpect it. But it is thoſe 


only, who do the Will of GOD from the Heart, that 


ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. This is not 
only neceſſary by the wiſe Appointment of GOD, but in 
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the Nature of the Thing; — nn wich Reſpect 
tothe Vietue before us, 

1 

b For Love is a Conſtituent of the Happineſs of the 
Kingdom of Glory, which Reſults very much from the 
bliſsful Society there, So that whoever hath no Aﬀec- 
tion to intelligent Beings here, cannot enjoy them there. 
Goodneſs therefore is abſolutely requiſite to a Miniſter 
in -his ſpecial Work, in order to his giving up his Ac- 
count with Joy, and participating in the Bleſſedneſs of 
the upper World, reſerved for the -peculiar Servants 
of Cunisr. For this is an aniver/al Principle, and leads 
Men to a Diverſity of Daties agreable to the Calls of 
Providence, and their Character. In Conſequence, it is 
as incumbent upon a Miniſter, that he performs the parti - 
cular Buſineſs aſſigned him under the habitual Influence 
of Goodneſs, in order to the Rewards of Gtace; as that 
the private Chriſtian Diſcharge the more common Du- 
ties of his Station, from a Regard to the Welfare of Man- 
kind. Nor otherwiſe does he fulfil his Miniſtry ; nor 
can he ever expect the Approbation of his Maſter, and 
an Admiſſion into his everlaſting Kingdom. But tis 
Time that I proceed to ſome Improvement of this 
Subject. 


And will the Miniſters of Chaisr here preſent, in 
the exerciſe of that, Goodneſs which I have been recom? 
mending, forgive me while, forgetful one Moment of "ny 
Age, I apply this Diſcourſe to them. 
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It is very natural for you (my Fathers and Brethren) 
to compare the Spirit and Conduct which hath been 
conſidered with that, which, your Acquaintance with 


eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory muſt ſuggeſt to you, hath prevail- 


ad in the Church of Cuaisr. And it is a very melan. 


choly Reflection which you muſt make, that Goodneſs 
hath been almoſt as much neglected by the greater Part 
of profeſſing Chriſtians, as though it was no Branch 
of our Religion. This, in Connection with the 


Predictions of the Scriptures concerning the proſperous 


Reign of CarisT in the latter Days, inelines you to 


expect and pray for a better State of Things. But to 
Prayers, ſhould not thoſe Attempts be added which 


bid fair for the haſtening ſo delightful a Scene, — par · 
ticularly by the Cultivation and Exercife of Moderation 


and Charity, which will be grand Ingredients in the 
Glory of that illuſtrious Period. For as a great Divine 
of the laſt Age hath obſerved, * The true Hap- 
pineſs of that Seaſon is not to be meaſured by For- 
*+ malities and Opinions; but (next to a corroborated 
Faith in Curisr, unſhaken Devotion, Purity of 
Heart and Innocency of Life) by Faithfulneſs, com- 


* mon Charity, chearful Obedience to Superiors, Abun- 
* dance of Kindneſs and diſcreet Condeſcentions one to 
* another, in unſpotted Righteouſneſs and unſhaken 
« Peace, in the removal of every unjuſt Yoke, in mutual 
Forbearance, and bearing up one another as living 


Ares Pref. ts Myſt, of Gadlinefe. | iO 3 ** 


< Stones 


/ 
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148 Stones of that Temple, whers than is not to be heard 
& the Noiſe of Ax or Hammer, no Squabbles and Cla- 
10 mour about Forms and Opinions, but a peaceable 
* Study and Endeavour of provoking one another to 


« Love and good Works,” 


But however 0 this general Argument to Good- 
neſs is, yet there are others which come nearer Home 
and more particularly urge us to it. 


The preſent Circumſtances of the Church in this Land 


addreſs us to act under the moſt lively Influence of this 
heavenly Diſpoſition, , 

We have been greatly afflicted, oſſed with Tempef, 
and not comforted, The Diviſions and Factions among 
us have been high and numerous; And though they are 
much abated, yet is there ſome Uneaſineſs, and the 
Voice of complaining, like the boarſe Murmurs of the 
Sea after a long Storm. Goodneſs, guided by Diſcre- 
tion, muſt huſh the angry Paſſions, and calm the Diſ- 
contents which ſtill remain, 


| Suffer me to remind you (my Fathers) of the low 


Ebb of ſocial Virtue among us. A generous. kind 


Treatment of, one another is a rare Thing, Now what 


ſhall we do to revive the primitive Spirit and Practice 
of Chriſtianity ? Is it enough that we preach it's Ex- 


cellency 


ED 


r 


3 ASS 
— — — 


—— — 


— 


24 An Ordination & ERM ON. 


gcllency and inculcate it's Neceſſity? Will this be likely 
to ſucceed without we go before our People in ſhining 
Inſtances of Benevolence, and illuſtrate it's Beauty by 
our own Example ? — And particuhrly as to that part 
of Charity, which goes under the Denomination of Amt, 
(in which even profeſſing Chriſtians are very deficient, 
notwithſtanding the ſolemn Declarations of Scripture on 
this Head.) Of what Conſequence is it that we incite 


them to it by forwarding all publick Schemes of this 


Nature, as well as by our Benefactions to particular 
Perſons in their Exigencies ? And could we in the Vi- 
ſitation of the Poor of our Flocks under their Diſtreſſes, 


in Addition to the ſpiritual Things which we diſpenſe, 


eommunicate to them of our carnal, it would be acting 
in Character, and might be of eminent Service to their 
Souls as well as Bodies. How happy would it be for 
us, and our People, if our worldly Circumſtances would 
admit of large Donations ? But let even thoſe in the 
meaneſt Situation do what they can, being willing o deny 
themſelves ſome "Pleaſures of | Life for this End, that 
Cnaisr may ſay to them as to the Angel of the Church 
ef Smyrna, I know thy Poverty, but thou art rich. 1 


Let me hint to you, that our Lot hath fallen in an 
Age, when reveal'd Religion is look*d upon by ſome in 
a very contemptible Light, and the Miniſters of Cuz1sT 
'as a publick Nuſance. Is it not worthy of Enquiry, 

[| Rev. ii. 9. | ee 
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whether this hath not greatly aroſe from the narrow 
Spirit of ſome Miniſters, and the Contentions among 
ourſelves ? And if ſo, nothing will tend ſo much to re- 
cover the Credit of the Goſpel, and the Preachers of it, 
as Catholiciſm and Love, This will do more than all 
the Engines of - Craft or Power, 


Shall I renew your Sorrow by mentioning the removal 
of ſundry Miniſters of Cas IST, as a quickening Motive 
to Goodneſs. The Fathers where are they ? and the Pro- 
phets do they live forever? It is not long ſince the ve- 
nerable Cuſhing was taken from our Head, as it were to 
lead the Way to others who were younger. Peabody ſoon 
followed with Jefferds his Contemporary, And muſt I 
add Peabody the Son, in whom we hop'd to ſee the Fa- 
ther long ſurviving ? Theſe were Men- who ſeemed 
to have imbibed much of the Genius of the Goſpel. 
Their. Faces ſhone not more with Wiſdom than Benig- 
nity ; the Law of Kindneſs was upon their Tongues, 
and their whole Deportment was candid and generous. 
Their Fellow-labourers in the Goſpel, by the Loſs of ſo 
much Goodneſs to the Church, are ſtimulated to exerciſe 
it more intenſely themſelves; while methinks theſe aſ- 
cended Servants of GOD, in the Perfection of this Grace, 
and a fulneſs of Joy, are loudly calling to us from the 
excellent Glogy to purſue their Steps. 


D But 
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But I muſt haſten to addreſs myſelf to you, Sir, Who 
are preſently to tate Part of ihe Goſpel Miniſiry with us. 


The Subject which hath been propoſed as Matter of 
our Thoughts, cannot be judg'd by you, who are ac- 
quainted with the Goſpel, either trifling in itſelf, or im- 
pertinent to the Tranſaftion before you, May it fink 
deep into your Heart, and have an happy Influence upon 
your whole Conduct. Your Abilities to teach are well 
known and approv'd of by ſuch as hear you. But the 
brighteſt Talents without Goodneſs conſtitute but a 
very low miniſterial Character. | Though I ſpeak with 
the Tongue of Men and Angels, (ſays the Apoſtle,) and 
have not Charity, J am become as ſounding Braſs and a 
tinkling Cymbal. And though 1 have the Gift of Prophecy, 
and underſtand all Myſteries and all Knowledge, — and 
have no Charity, I am Nothing, But we hope better 
Things of you, Sir, even that with Gifts you have this 
Grace alſo ; yet would 1 put you in Remembrance that 
you flir it up. To this end you muſt converſe much 
with the Goſpel, not only with a View to your People, 
but your perſonal Virtue, and by inceſſant Prayer be 
drawing down the Influences of the divine Spirit. 


It was your Happineſs in your younger Years, to fit 
under the Miniſtry of one remarkable for this amiable 


Quality.“ Should not you account your paſt Situation, 


+ 1 Cor, xiii, 1. 2, * The late Rev, Caleb Cuſhing of Saliſbury. 
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a Talent improveable to great Proficiency in this Virtue, 
inaſmuch as the earlieſt Impreſſions are generally moſt 
deep and laſting, and the Example of one, who is look'd 
upon as a Father, muſt be peculiarly ſtriking. 


The Work you are engaging in, is full of Difficul- 
ties; but Goodneſs will arm you with Fortitude in 
meeting them, and even inſpire you with Alacrity in 
going through them, Nothing is like it to make your 
Work eaſy. 


May the Spirit who deſcended upon your Lorp and 
Maſter like a gentle Dove, on the Day of his Inaugu- 
ration into his publick Miniſtry, fall on you this Day, 
that being full of Goodneſs your Life may be exceeding 
fruitful in the Acts of it. And may you at length reach 
the World above, where your Charity ſhall exiſt to im- 
mortal Ages, when your Faith is expired in Viſion, 
and your Hope is ſwallowed up in Enjoyment, 


From the Paſtor elect of this People, I may by an eaſy 
Tranſition, proceed to apply myſelf to them who are 
preſently to be committed to his Care, 


Beloved Brethren, 


As this is the Day of the Gladneſs of your Hearts on 
Account of your happy Proſpects, ſo do we rejoice on 
your Behalf, A good Miniſter is a rich Bleſſing; and 

a ſuch 
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ſuch we hope you are about to receive, As he is to 
labour among you in the Offices of Goodneſs, ſo in Re- 
turn ſhew*Kindneſs to him. Your Affections ſeem warm 
towards him now; let them continue ſo, Time is apt 
to cool the Love of a People to their Teacher ; let 
your's grow warmer, as the longer he miniſters to you in 
Fidelity, the more worthy he will be of it. Overlook 
his Failings in the Performance of his Duty, for he pre- 
tends not to Perfection. Comfort him under Troubles; 
make the beſt of his Services. There are ſome ſo aban- 
doned as even to trample upon Goodneſs : God forbid it 
ſhould be fo here. —Yet if ſuch ariſe, and ſer themſelves 
cauſeleſly againſt your Miniſter, take his Part, and leave 
him not to combat the Sons of Darkneſs alone. En- 
courage him in Perplexities, 


Your Beginning in this Place (my Brethren) was ſmall; 


but your latter End hath greatly increaſed : And now 


you are honouring the Lord with your Subſtance, by 
making ſo good Proviſion for the Support of his Servant; 
yet let me aſk it of you to ſuperadd your private Bene- 
actions. Even the ſmalleſt Preſents from Pariſhioners, 
as they are Teſtimonies of Reſpect and Love, are exceed- 
ing pleaſant, 


Let him be always remembred in your Prayers. This 
I date ſay he judges the trucſt Goodneſs, and earneſtly 
Celires of you. Be ſollicitous to gladden his Heart by 
profiting 
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profiting under his Miniſtry, Let ihe. Peace of GOD 
rule in your Hearts, to which ye are called in one Body. 
Maintain that Union in him which at preſent is ſo 
grateful to us all, and muſt be ſo advantagious to your- 
ſelves, Let me leave with you the Words of the Apoſtle 
to the Theſſalonians, | We beſeech you Brethren io know 
them who labour among you, and are over you in the 
LorD, and admoniſh you, And to efteem them very highly 


in Love for their Work's ſake, and be at Peace among 
yourſelves, 


I will now conclude with a Word to the People of 
various Flocks convened on this Occaſion in this Houſe. 


You are very forward (Brethren) to attend ſuch Solem- 
nities as this, I would hope from an Aim at receiving 
ſome Benefit yourſelves. By the Diſcourſes at ſuch 
Seaſons you cannot but perceive, that we do not lay Bur- 
dens upon you, which we think ourſelves excuſed from 
touching with one of our Fingers. Inſtead of this, 
though we affirm your Obligations to Virtue to be indiſ- 
penſible, yet we allow that there are additional ones 
lying upon us of peculiar Force, Perhaps therefore you 
may the more readily hearken to the Exhortation to 


Goodneſs, after you have heard it diſpenſed to your 
Miniſters, g 


T 1 ine. 32, 13. 
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Let me then repeat the Charge, which hath been 
often given to you, to put on Charity which is the Bond 
of Perfefineſs. * Deteſt a little Spirit, concerned for none 
but yourſelves. + Look not every Man at his own Things, 
but every Man alſo at the Things of others. Let the ſame 
Mind be in you which was in ChrtsT Ja83vs, Abound 
in a liberal Diſtribution to the Neceſſitous, even as CMRAI1ST, 
ebe was rich, for our ſakes became Poor, that we thro" bis 
Poverty might be rich. I Put on, as the eled of GOD (boly 
and beloved,) Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of 
Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, forbearing one another 
in Love, if any Man have a Quarrel againſt any, even as 
CHRIST hath forgiven you, ſo alſo do ye. And walk in 
univerſal Love, as Cuais r alſo hath loved you, and given 
himſelf for you, an Offering is GOD of a ſweet ſmelling 
Savor, ** 


Were theſe evangelical Precepts comply'd with, what 
a pleaſant Revolution would there be among us? All 
Men would be as Brethren, and all contiguous Societies 
as one Family. A continued Series of good Offices 
would make Life paſs away in a Rapture, and Earth 
would reſemble Heaven. 


And Neceſſity is laid upon you thus to comply with 
theſe Exhortations of the Goſpel, as ever you would be 
denominated or accepted as the true Subjects of it. 

* Colofh, ii. 14. Philipp. ii. 4, F. Cor. viii. 9. 
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Tele Faith is vain, if it does not work by Love. 
Your Devotion is Hypocriſy, if it is not attended with 
Charity, Your Profeſſion is a Lie, if you walk not in 
Him who was full of Grace. O then be concerned 
that your Souls be purified in obeying the Truth through 
the Spirit to unfeigned Love of the Brethren. See to it 
that ye love one another with a pure Heart fervently. 
Then being Followers of GOD. who is Love, and Jesvs 
Cnar1sT who is his expreſs Image, you ſhall at length 
arrive to the Seat of the Bleſſed ; and affociating with 
Myriads of Angels and Saints, with all the Endearments 
of refined and perfect Friendſhip, you ſhall with them 
aſcribe Bleſſing and Honour, and Glory and Power, unto 
Him #hat fitteth upon the Throne, and to the Lams, 


for ever and ever. : 


FINIS. 
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